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© Ricardo Bacelar celebrates MPB’s gold on
an interpreter’s record | Life & Art
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Ricardo Bacelar celebrates MPB’s gold on an interpreter’s record | Life & Art

Photo: Leo Costa/ Publicity
Ricardo Bacelar launches album of performer singing songs by Chico Buarque, Djavan,

Lenine and others

The smile does not deny satisfaction. The musician from Ceara Ricardo Bacelar 1s opening the doors of his
studio jasmin and presenting each space with pride. He comments on every detail, explains graphics, talks
about the techmical part, presents the instruments. from the common to the most exotic. strums one and the
other, and details Dolby Atmos, sound technology that allows an immersive experience similar to that of the

cinemas. “It’s my Disney”, excitedly defines the space where he has been producing records and singles.

It was in this studio that “Paracosmos™ (2021) was born, an album that Ricardo shares with violinist Camé
Cavalcante, and “De Passage™ (2022), a single with Toninho Horta. The latest project of this musical
amusement park i1s “Congenital™, sixth title of a discography which started in 2001 with “In Natura™. It
wasn’t enough to have been produced at home, as a “test drive™ of the personal studio, the album has as a

special point the fact that it brings his official debut as a singer.
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Since the days of the band Hanoi-Hanoi, of which he was a part in the 1990s. Bacelar has been doing
vocals and, eventually. singing a solo. But it was on “Sebastiana™, a 2018 album, that he really released his
voice on the track “Oh mana let me go”. Afterwards, he sang here and there, and he enjoyed 1t. He took

classes with singer, teacher and conductor Aparecida Silvinounderstood this instrument more and decided

to record an album where he works as a singer, producer and still plays all the instruments.
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However, that's not why “Congenital” 1s a work done 100% with their own hands. By his side, Ricardo had
Melk, sound technician who embarked on the journey of figuring out how to get the best sound for each
invention that came along. For the album. they were testing mics. putting on and taking off nstruments,
dubbing recordings, comparing textures and learning how to use the studio. still learned how to play cuica

and ride a berimbau. All through Youtube.

To assemble the repertoire, Bacelar also had suggestions from family and friends, and lListened to a lot of
music until he chose what fit in your veice and in your speech. “In this job, I I got more involved with
the Iyrics. Some songs were left out of the album because I didn’t identify with the Iyrics™, he says. who
was impressed by the simplicity and richness of “Estrela”. by Gilberto Gil. “It’s a genius thing”, he
evaluates. trying to find a word to define. In addition to this, the album features Caetano Veloso, Dori

Caymmi. Jorge Mautner and others.
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Each track of “Congenito™ brings a memory to the musician. The one that names the album, for example, 1s
by Luiz Melody, with whom he worked on an album by guitarist Renato Piau. “She walks this Earth
(Sovereign Rosa)” is by Ivan Lins, a friend he made during copyright meetings and discussions. “Lies” is
from Adriana Calcanhotto, which he accompanied in the recording of a duet with Erasmo Carlos. And

there’s “Parallels”, from secondhandcomposer for whom he produced the album “Vicio Elegant™.

About the subject

By the way, this work by the author of “Hallucination™ has many similarities with “Congenital”. In addition
to being a performer album, he sought a contemporary sound for the tracks mixing acoustic and electric
elements. Even wanting to play with the reinterpretations, the artist sought to maintain the original intention
of the tracks. For example, your version for “Snake Lick™ (Djavan) it was born as a bossa nova, but he
retreated to give the track back its brash, northeastern elements. “Aparecida gave the touch for me to put a

tone up, to be louder. It’s a mark of her, from the comer of Djavan”.

Fact 1s that the song came for good for him. “It was great to be accompanied because I needed to learn
about diction, breathing. And you have to practice. Every record you make. you sing differently. I'm now
making an album with (singer, songwriter and pianist from Rio de Janeiro) delia Fischer and I'm already
singing differently”. evaluates Ricardo Bacelar, who wants to finish the projects he started in the studio in
order to think about shows. The proposal 1s to mix the new repertoire with what was recorded on his
instrumental albums. “The singing came and arrived. I can make records singing and not singing. I opened
a door and I don’t like being labeled. The industry likes that, saying ‘that guy 1s a jazz pianist.” But I have

a diverse background and I allow myself to record whatever [ want. I just make the music [ like.”
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tracks:

1. the last sunset (Lenin/Tula Queiroga)
two. She walks this earth (Ivan Lins/ Vitor Martins/ Chico César/ Brenda Russell)
3. Congenital (Luis Melody)
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4. water-eyed brunette (Chico Buarque)

L

. vour dark presence (Cactano Veloso)

6. Star (Gilberto Gil)
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. lies (Adriana Calcanhoto)

8. It is necessary to forgive (Carlos Coqueijo/ Aleyvandro Luz)
9. parallels (Bankman)

10. earth star (Dori Caymmi/Paulo César Pinheiro)

11. snake lick (Djavan)

12. atomic maracatu (Jorge Mautner/Nelson Jacobina)

Ricardo Bacelar — Congenital

12 tracks

Jasmine Music

Produced by Ricardo Bacelar

Where to listen: available on digital platforms

Life & Art Podcast

The Vida&Arte podcast 1s intended to talk about cultural topics. The content 1s available on Spotify, Deezer,

1Tunes, Google Podcasts and Spreaker. Check out the podcast by clicking here

The article 1s in Portuguese
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